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The Course
Note:  All information about class materials will be available on this web site.

This is a capstone course for students in public and urban affairs, international development, and international affairs and is a reading seminar on international assistance policy for the MID degree.  The focus of the course is on foreign aid and technical assistance as it relates to foreign and security policy and development management. It offers students an opportunity to do three things:

1. Discuss a set of critical issues that relate to their potential professional experiences within the context of the beginning of their search for gainful employment;

2. Do an in depth analysis of a foreign aid issue of high quality which can be submitted for publication or distributed as evidence of your capacity to carry out policy analysis.

3. Analyze critically contemporary debates about foreign aid and foreign and security policy through the reading of six practitioner books on foreign aid.
Assignments   
There are five (required) components to this class.  The terminal activity differs depending on whether you are taking this as a capstone seminar or a reading seminar.
· Submit a one page, third person biography (with a picture), to instructor at second session of the course. The biography should state your degree, your major and a brief statement of your career goals. This should also indicate the five historical and case study books you plan to read. (5%)

· Class discussion of one book a week for twelve weeks (each student is required to read six books) plus the assigned chapters in three texts. (35%). 
· Preparation of a 7-10 page critique of the Picard and Buss foreign aid book, A Delicate Balance, using all of the other readings you have done for the class. Due: March 31, 2011. (20%)
· Preparation of a 20-25 page policy paper on a foreign aid issue of publishable quality. (40%) One page proposal due: Week five. Five page proposal week nine.  Papers will be presented at the end of the class or to be announced.  (PIA 2096). Papers Due the Last day of Class (Capstone Students) or
· Preparation of a critical essay of 15-20 pages discussing the “strengths and weaknesses of foreign aid as a foreign and security policy tool” based (only) on the literature that we have read in this course as an extension of the critique of the Picard and Buss Book. Papers presented at the end of the course (40%). Papers Due the last day of Class (PIA 2504 Students).
Reading
The following Books have been ordered at the University Bookstore:


Carol Lancaster, Foreign aid: diplomacy, development, domestic 
politics (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007).


Louis A. Picard, Robert Groelsema and Terry F. Buss, Foreign Aid and Foreign Policy: Lessons for the Next Half-Century  (Armonk, HY: M.E. Sharpe, 2008).
Louis A. Picard and Terry F. Buss, A Fragile Balance: Re-examining the History of Foreign Aid, Security, and Diplomacy (Herndon, VA: Kumarian Press, 2009).
These and other books used in the course may also be purchased through a number of on-line sources such as amazon.com, half.com, etc. Please consult with the Instructor before purchasing any books or materials.  Each Student is required to read six of the books listed below and it should be noted that several books are alternatives and need not be purchased.  All books are also on reserve in the GSPIA library.
Note:  All materials referenced in papers should be cited in either the correct APA or University of Chicago style.  Incorrect citations will cause your submissions to be down-graded. The usual rules with regard to citation and plagiarism apply.
Please contact the Graduate Student Assistant for the course if you have any trouble locating assigned books and library reserve materials. Do not call or e-mail the instructor on book access issues. Thank You.
Case Study and Rhetorical Books: (Each Student to read six books).
Mary B. Anderson, Do No Harm: How Aid Can Support Peace-Or War (Boulder:  Lynne Rienner, 1999). Practitioner view of how conflict mediation can help.
James A. Baker, et. al., The Iraq Study Group Report: The Way Forward- A New Approach (New York: Vintage, 2006). The classic study of foreign and security policy in Iraq that was rejected by the Bush administration but may still have relevance for both Iraq and Afghanistan.
Jennifer M. Brinkerhoff, Partnerships for International Development: Rhetoric or Results (Boulder, Co.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2002). Either realistic or overly optimistic, it is the blueprint for NGO and to some extent contractor relationships with USAID.
Peter L. Berger, Pyramids of Sacrifice: Political Ethics and Social Change  (New York: Anchor Books, 1976).  The classic view of violence and gore and all that is put upon poor people in the name of development.
Rajiv Chandrasekara, Imperial Life in the Emerald City: Inside Iraq’s Green Zone (New York: Alfred A. Knopf 2006). Fun, sex and war in the early 21st Century).

Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing and What Can Be Done About It (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2007). Probably more than a billion but a lot of poor people are profiled.
Peter Dombrowski, Guns and Butter: The Political Economy of International Security (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2005).  For those who have a true interest in the “D” of the Three “D’s.”
Graham Hancock, Lords of Poverty: The Power, Prestige, and Corruption of the International Aid Business  (New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1989). Dramatic critique of the aid business by one who was in it and was once apparently on the payroll of Mengistu’s Ethiopia.
Mark Hertsgaard, Why America Fascinates and Infuriates the World (New York: Picador, 2003). A sometimes humorous, sometimes serious view of how others see Americans as “innocents abroad.”
Stephen Kinzer, Overthrow: America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq (New York: Times Books, 2006). A lot of countries are overthrown in this journalistic study.
Robert E. Klitgaard, Tropical Gangsters: One Man’s Experience with Development and Decadence in Deepest Africa (New York: Basic Books, 1990). The mystery:  Who are the gangsters.  Amusing, sometimes funny, and sad.
John Madeley, When Aid Is No Help: How Projects Fail and How They Could Succeed London: InterMediate Technology Publications, 1991). An optimistic pessimist on the limitations of projects and the constraints they place on foreign aid.
Michal Maren, The Road to Hell: The Ravaging Effects of Foreign Aid and International Charity (New York: The Free Press, 1997).  Somalia, NGOs and the collapse- leading to the first country really without a government.
Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin, Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace...One School at a Time (New York: Penguin, 2006). Another Kind of Tea Party but any more fun?
Dambisa Moyo, Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for Africa (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009.  A Very Sour Book.

Joseph S. Nye, Soft Power: The Means To Success in World Politics (New York: Public Affairs, 2004).  This is the book that moved foreign policy experts away from the “balance of power” view of international relations.
John Perkins, Confessions of an Economic Hit Man (San Francisco: Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 2004). The Godfather approach to international trade and development.  Fact or fiction?
Dana Priest, The Mission: Waging War and Keeping Peace with America’s Military (New York: W.W. Norton, 2004). All you every wanted to know about geographical commands and foreign policy and might have been afraid to ask.
Deborah Scroggins, Emma’s War: An Aid Worker, A Warlord, Radical Islam, and the Politics of Oil- A True Story of Love and Death in Sudan  (New York: Pantheon Books, 2002). The personal, the political the ego trip- all a part of foreign aid.
David Sogge, Give and Take: What’s the Matter with Foreign Aid (New York: Palgrave St. Martins Press, 2002). (Only available on the Internet). An NGO advocate’s view of the foreign aid process.
Janine R. Wedel, Collision and Collusion: The Strange Case of Western Aid to Eastern Europe, 1989-1998 (New York: St. Martins Press, 1998).  The classic view of the corruption of one of our famous universities and the Russian oligarchy.
Bob Woodward, Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-1987 (New York: Simon and  Shuster, 1987).  For those of you who like their Latin American interventions seasoned and detailed.
Topics and Schedule:
Note: Because we will miss the first day of class, the period will be made up later in the semester.

January 5:    Introduction and Overview of Course

January 12:
  First Reading Day

January 19:
  The Issues


Picard and Buss, Chapter 1-2


Lancaster, Chapter 1



Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 1-3


Mortenson and Relin, Three Cups of Tea



And Moyo, Dead Aid
(Note: Each Student is to read six historical/rhetorical books)

January 26:
  The Debate



Picard and Buss, Chapter 3-4
Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 4
Nye, Soft Power, and


Scroggins, Emma’s War (both books discussed this week).
February 3: Origins of Foreign Aid



Picard and Buss, Chapter 5



Lancaster, Chapter 2
Maren, The Road to Hell and



Kinzer, Overthrow
February 10: U.S. Foreign Aid Policy during the Cold War


Picard and Buss, Chapter 6


Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 5 and 12
Berger, Pyramids of Sacrifice and

Chamdraselaran, Imperial Life
February 17:  The Legacy of Vietnam



Picard and Buss, Chapter 7


Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 10
Hertsgaard, Why America Fascinates and Infuriates the World and

Priest, The Mission
February 24: Bilateral Aid



Picard and Buss, Chapter 8


Lancaster, Chapter 3

Wedel, Collision and Collusion and

Woodward, Veil
March 3: Comparative and Multilateral Aid



Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 7 (or) 8, (or) 9 (or) 
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Lancaster, Chapter 4, (or) 5, (or) 6, (or) 7
 



Collier, The Bottom Billion and

Klitgaard, Tropical Gangsters
March 10: Dealing with Donors



Picard and Buss, Chapter 9-10


Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 6
Anderson, Do No Wrong and

Madeley, When Aid Is No Help,

March 17:   NGOs and Public Private Partnerships- Solution or   More   Problems



Picard and Buss, Chapter 11-12
Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapters 13 and 14

Baker, et. al., Iraq Study Group Report and

Peter Dombrowski, Butter and Guns
March 24: Democracy and the Moral Ambiguities of Foreign Aid



Picard and Buss, Chapter 13-14


Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapters 16 and 20

Hancock, Lords of Poverty and


Perkins, Confessions of an Economic Hit Man


March 31: New Solutions and Public Private Partnerships

Picard, Groelsema and Buss, Chapter 17 (or)  18


Lancaster, Chapter 8  


(Critical Essay on Picard and Buss book due)

Brinkerhoff, Partnerships for International Development 
and Sogge, Give and Take 

April 7:  
Final Discussion
April 14:
Research Period

April 22:
Research Period

April 28: 
Paper Presentations

A DETAILED PRESENTATION SCHEDULE WILL BE PROVIDED AT A LATER DATE.

� Read only one chapter.





� Read only one chapter.
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