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The Course

This is a capstone course for students in public and urban affairs, international development and international affairs.  The focus of the course is on foreign aid and technical assistance as it relates to foreign policy and development management. It offers students an opportunity to do two things:

1.  Discuss a set of critical issues that relate to their potential professional experiences;

2.   Do an in depth analysis of a foreign aid issue of high quality which can be submitted for publication or distributed as evidence of your capacity to carry out policy analysis.

Assignments 

· Class discussion of one book a week for ten weeks plus chapters of the instructor’s book on foreign aid policy. (40%).  Note- Each student in the class will lead the class discussion for one of the topics.

· Preparation of a twenty page research paper on a foreign aid issue. (60%) One page proposal due: Week five.  Papers will be presented at the end of the class.

Reading Assignments
The following Books have been ordered at the University Bookstore.  They may also be purchased through a number of on-line sources such as amazon.com.

Materials prepared by the instructor (a partial book manuscript entitled The Moral Ambiguities of Foreign Aid Policy) will also be placed on the Instructor’s Website.  (http://www.pitt.edu/~picard/ ) Please consult with the Instructor before purchasing any books or materials.

Note: These readings are not objective analyses of foreign aid.  They have been chosen for their controversial views, and to both provoke discussion and allow students to think about their future professions. They raise ethical as well as policy issues and should be read as polemic rather than academic analysis.

The Reading List

Jennifer M. Brinkerhoff, Partnerships for International Development: Rhetoric or Results (Boulder, Co.: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2002).

Graham Hancock, Lords of Poverty: The Power, Prestige, and Corruption of the International Aid Business  (New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1989).

Robert E. Klitgaard, Tropical Gangsters: One Man’s Experience with Development and Decadence in Deepest Africa (New York: Basic Books, 1990).

Carol Lancaster, Aid to Africa: So Much to Do, So Little Done (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999).

John Madeley, When Aid Is No Help: How Projects Fail and How They Could Succeed London: InterMediate Technology Publications, 1991).

Michal Maren, The Road to Hell: The Ravaging Effects of Foreign Aid and International Charity (New York: The Free Press, 1997).

Deborah Scroggins, Emma’s War: An Aid Worker, A Warlord, Radical Islam, and the Politics of Oil- A True Story of Love and Death in Sudan  (New York: Pantheon Books, 2002).

David Sogge, Give and Take: What’s the Matter with Foreign Aid (New York: Palgrave St. Martins Press, 2002).

Janine R. Wedel, Collision and Collusion: The Strange Case of Western Aid to Eastern Europe, 1989-1998 (New York: St. Martins Press, 1998).

Topics

1.   The Debate


Book, Scroggins, Emma’s War


Picard, Chapter One


Discussion Leader:  Picard

2.   Origins of Foreign Aid


Maren, The Road to Hell

Picard, Chapter Two


Discussion Leader:  Dina Wilson

3.   U.S. Foreign Aid Policy


Book:  Wedel, Collision and Collusion

Picard, Chapter Three


Discussion Leader:  Yoshi Yoshikawa

4.   The Legacy of Vietnam

Lancaster, Aid to Africa

Picard, Chapter Three


Discussion Leader:  Ken Nakatsuka

5.   Bilateral Aid


Sogge, Give and Take

Picard, Chapter Four


Discussion Leader:  Courtland Witherup

6.  Multilateral Aid


Klitgaard, Tropical Gangsters

Picard, Chapter Five


Discussion Leader:  Michelle Edmonds

7.  Dealing with Donors


Madeley, When Aid Is No Help


Picard,  Chapter Six


Discussion Leader:  Michiko Asanuma

8.  NGOs- Solution or More Problems


Brinkerhoff, Partnerships for International Development


Picard, Chapter Seven


Discussion Leader:  Teruki Takahashi

9.  The Moral Ambiguities of Foreign Aid


Hancock, Lords of Poverty


Picard, Chapter Eight

10.  Foreign Aid, Technical Assistance and Foreign Policy


Discussion of all of the readings
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