AFRICAN NOVELS AND NOVELS ABOUT AFRICA:

Picard’s Ten (plus) Best List 

1. Nadine Gordimar, Burger's Daughter (London: Penquin, 1979). Based on the life of the lawyer, Bram Fischer, anti-apartheid leader and member of the South African communist Party. One of several novels and collections of short stories by the South African writer and Nobel Prize winner.

2. Ousmane Sembene, God's Bits of Wood(New York: Anchor, 1970). Novel of post-war strike in colonial Senegal and Mali during the colonial period. Fine portrayal of life and ideology in French West Africa. Sembene is also a well known West African film maker.

3. Andre Brink, A Dry white Season and Rumours of Rain (London: Minerva, 1979 and 1978). Two fine novels by an Afrikaner writer describing contemporary live among Afrikaans speaking South Africa during the apartheid period. Brink has written close to a dozen historical novels.

4. Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (London: Heineman, 1958). Part of a trilogy on colonialism. Other books are No Longer at Ease and Arrow of God. Also a book on post-colonial politics in Nigeria, A Man of the People. 

5. James Ngugi,Weep Not Child (London: Heineman, 1964). Now called Ngugi wa Thiong'o. Writes about the colonial and post-colonial period in Kenya. Other books, Grain of Wheat, The River Between and Petals of Blood.

6. V.S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River (New York: vintage, 1979). Fine portrayal, by the 2001 Nobel prize winner, of corruption in Africa. Set in post-colonial Congo, former Zaire.

7. Alan Paton, Cry the Beloved country (New York: Charles Scribners, 1948). The famous novel of South Africa, published in the late 1940s.

8. Tomas Keneally, Towards Asmara (London: Sceptre, 1989). Novel of the struggle to create a free Eritrea by the author of Schindler's Ark (Made into the film "Schindler's List").

9. Barbara Kingsolver, The Poisonwood Bible (New York: Harper, 1998). Recent bestseller about missionaries in Congo (former Zaire) at the time of its independence in 1960.

10. Norman Rush, Whites and Mating (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1986 and 1991). Former Director of the Peace Corps in Botswana writes about Americans in Africa.

11. Moses Isegawa,  Abyssinan Chronicles (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000).  A boy grows up in Idi Amin’s Uganda.

Other American and British Authors: Maria Thomas, Graham Greene, Ernest Hemmingway, Robert Ruark (Conservative, pro-colonial), Elsbeth Huxley and Doris Lessing.

Other African Authors: Peter Abrahams, Bessie Head, M.G. Vassanji, Cyprian Eqwensi, Wole Soyina (Nobel Prize Winner). See especially his Palm Wine Drinkerd
